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Winnie the Pooh Day - January 18, 2020 
By Angelique 

https://www.biography.com/writer/aa-milne 
A. A. Milne: The author of Winnie the Pooh 
 
    January 18th is Winnie the Pooh day. We all 
know the characters of these stories as fun, 
loving, and definitely caring. But, have we ever 
thought about who created these characters? 
     Alan Alexander Milne, aka A. A. Milne, was 
the author and creator of Winnie the Pooh and 
brought the characters of the stories, including 
Tigger, Piglet, and the others to life. 
     A. A. Milne was an English author born 
January 18, 1882, and died January 31, 1956. 

He was born in London, England. His parents were Vince and Sarah Milne. 
He grew up at the Henley House school which was run by his father Vince 
Milne. At the age of 9, Milne and his brother, Kenneth, and a childhood 
friend dramaticized a novel they read.  

In 1893, Milne began his studies at Westminster School as a Queen's 
Scholar. Next, he attended Cambridge University, following in his brother’s 
footsteps. He was chosen as the editor of the literary magazine “Granta.” 

https://www.biography.com/writer/aa-milne
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In 1903, he graduated with third honors in mathematics from Trinity College 
at Cambridge. After college, he began his career as a freelance writer. In 
time, he hired an assistant editor for his Punch magazine.  

He tended to ramble in his weekly essays. His goals when writing 
was first to please himself with his stories, and then to entertain others. He 
published his first novel called Lovers in London. This novel was 
considered a critical failure and went out of print. 

 On June 4th, 1913, Milne married Dorothy de Selincourt. The 
following year, Milne joined the army to serve in the beginning of WW1. His 
services were later interrupted when he caught a fever and was sent home.  

Milne's only child, Christopher Robin, was born on August 21, 1920. 
He was inspired by his son's life, to create the fictional character, 
Christopher Robin. His first book of the famous four, When We Were 
Young, was dedicated to his son. After the birth of Christopher, Milne 
purchased Cotchford Farm, which became the setting for the Pooh stories. 
Most of the animals in the series were inspired by his son's stuffed animal 
collection. Winnie the Pooh was originally named after their pet swan, 
Pooh. Only the characters of Rabbit and Owl 
sprang from Milne's imagination. 

Although Milne's first goal was to write for his 
own pleasure, he did enjoy the praise of others. 
Despite other moderate successes, Milne achieved 
greatness in one area, the world of Pooh Bear. His 
Winnie-the-Pooh character has continued to delight 
children throughout the world. Even college 
students have enjoyed them and started the Pooh 
society. His legacy lives on in the form of animated 
movies, songs, and merchandise for children and 
adults. The story of Winnie the Pooh has 
established itself as an enduring classic. 

   
“Piglet: Pooh, how do you spell love?  Pooh: You don’t spell it you 
feel it.” 
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What’s Happening Around Campus 
 
 

Spelling Bee Winners: Please wish 
Tristin Howl and Kateah Hulett good luck 

on January 24th as they will be in the 
Area Spelling Bee.  

 
 
 

From the desk of Mrs. Meeks, Sponsor of our Rambassadors: 
 In December, the RAMbassadors raised money for their service project 
which was to provide Christmas gifts and groceries for a family here,at the 
JH. A student whose family needed extra help this Christmas was selected 
by teachers and the RAMbassadors shopped for and wrapped Christmas 
gifts and groceries for the family. Students were put into groups and had to 
stay within their budget and prioritize the items on the Christmas lists. 
 

(Great job making a difference, RAMbassadors!) 
 

MESA  
-by Jordan  

 
On February 7, in Roswell, NM, the JH MESA group will be 

participating in an “off grid house” competition. The requirements for this 
competition are to build a house that is fully self-reliant and doesn’t rely on 
a city or power company. This “off grid house” will need to be able to make 
their own everything! It should be able to generate electricity, figure out 
how to get their water, and have a food source.  

Another competition that will be held on Feb. 7, in Roswell, is a 
“sparrowbot” competition where they will be making robots that have to 
drive on a straight line. They will be modifying their previously built sumobot 
into the sparrowbot. 
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FFA  

By Juan  
 

On January 15, Portales Jr High FFA members participated in the 
District 4 FFA opening and closing events where they tied for first place! 
Congratulations to them! 

Students participating include: Blake Crandall, Madison Hackler, 
Tegan Hardin, Anthony Nickels, Henry Salas, Blake Sutterfield, Gloria 
Terrazas, and Peyton Williams.  

Every day, before starting class, Mr. A has been preparing his team 
of students for the opening and closing competition.They have had to learn 
how to properly open and close a meeting, studying their parts/script,and 
speaking with confidence and passion. 

 All of their work has paid off because they have successfully 
qualified for state competition and are looking forward to winning the state 
competition which will be held on February 2nd, in Albuquerque.  

The FFA team is going to sell beef jerky this semester beginning on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21 to the beginning of March. The beef jerky will cost $1 per 
stick. FFA students will be selling the jerky at break. 

 
FCCLA  

By Cael G 
FCCLA, or Family Career Community Leaders of America, is having 

a competition on Jan 2. Students at this tournament will participate in 
entrepreneurship, advocacy, pastry art, interior design, and fashion 
merchandise. Fifteen students will be attending this competition, They have 
been holding weekly meetings, using powerpoint, and getting lots of 
practice in order to prepare for their competitions. These students will be in 
different categories and will compete against students from other schools to 
win.Their next competition is for state which will be held in March. We hope 
the FCCLA team wins, and are excited to see what's next for them.   
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Yearbook 
By Cael G 

In the yearbook class, the semester is kicking off with a whirlwind. 
There is going to be a snack sale soon that will help you toward the 
purchase price of a yearbook. How? Well, whenever you buy a snack at 
break you might get a $1.00 off coupon. The snack sale sounds like it 
would be a pretty easy thing, but while the snack sale is going on, the 
yearbook team is learning interviewing and researching skills.  

The class is split up into groups of two. Each group will be 
interviewing clubs, teams, classes, etc. For example, two students, Lorena 
Fernandez and Maggie Duang, are currently interviewing the basketball 
team.  

Students in the yearbook class say they enjoy this and hope you will 
buy a yearbook, for the low low price of only $35.  

 
Destination Imagination - 

Sponsor: Mrs. Prince 
There are 2 teams from Portales Jr High that will be participating in 

state tournament on March 7, in Albuquerque. DI is a STEAM program that 
requires students to solve a long term challenge and be able to solve an 
unknown instant challenge at tournament. Each long term challenge 
requires an element of research, art, theater, critical, analytical, and 
creative thinking. They learn many skills that will be useful to them as they 
engage in their chosen career fields as adults. An example of these skills 
are confidence, public speaking, budgeting, record keeping, collaboration 
and problem solving.  

Students have been working on their long term challenges and 
practicing a variety of instant challenges in order to prepare. The solutions 
that they present at tournament must be 100% their own.  DI is an exciting 
competition!  

We will be holding a Spaghetti dinner and auction on Feb. 29, at the 
Memorial Building, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. to help raise funds for teams that 
qualify for Global Finals to travel to that final competition in May.  
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SPORTS  Pages with Myki and Adri 

 

The History of Basketball 
By Myki 

https://www.history.com/news/who-invented-basketball 
James Naismith wrote the original 13 rules for basketball as a part of 

a December, 1891, class assignment. Naismith attended Young Men’s 
Christian Association (YMCA) training school in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. He was born and raised in Canada but he moved south to 
pursue his interests of physical education and Christian ministry.  

Naismith wanted to find a sport that could be played in YMCA’s 
gymnasium during winter. The first games of basketball featured nine 
players a side, trying to throw a soccer ball into a peach basket that was 
nailed to balconies on either end of the gym. Each time a basket was 
made, the game would have to be paused for a short amount of time in 
order to retrieve the ball from the basket. In order to get the ball, a man 
would have to stand on a ladder and get the ball out of the basket. After the 
first public match of Naismith’s game in 1892, the game spread quickly and 
was soon a very popular American sport. 

 
 

https://www.history.com/news/who-invented-basketball
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Basketball Interviews with Adri 

 

Boys’ Basketball 

Devin Diaz 

Q: What is your favorite part of basketball? Why? 

A: My favorite part is the teamwork and working with my team 

Q: How do you feel about winning? 

A: It is fun.  

Q: What do you learn from losing? 

A: I learn how to get better (at basketball). 

 

Paxton Culpepper 

Q: What do you like about basketball?  

A: Winning and working as a team. 

Q: What was your favorite win? 

A: My favorite win was against Yucca in Portales because we were 

behind by 12 came back and won by 12. 

Q: What do you learn from losing? 

A: To work harder and try to achieve the win next time. 

 

 

Girls’ Basketball 

Gloria Terrazas 

Q: What is your favorite part of basketball? Why? 

A: Teamwork because I get to work with a team and learn new skills. 

Q: What was your favorite game? 

A: Ruidoso because it was a close game and the girls played harder 

than the other teams. 

Q: What do you learn from losing? 

A: I learn sportsmanship and dedication. 
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Madi Sena 

Q: What is your favorite thing about basketball? 

A: I love working with my team because we support each other. 

Q: What was your best win? 

A: Texico because it was 14-16 and we came back and won by 2. 

Q: What do you learn from losing? 

A: To try harder and work with my team. 

 

Get to know your Teachers:  

By Thomas 

 

Welcome to our new staff members, Mrs. Moore, Ms. 
Cruz, Ms. Bigham, and student teacher, Mr. Silago!  

 
Mrs. Moore, Word processing and office technology:  Mrs. Moore has 
many interests and hobbies. Some hobbies she enjoys partaking in are 
playing volleyball and gardening.  One of her favorite movies of all time is 
the Polar Express.  Her favorite basketball team is the Los Angeles Lakers, 
but she does not have a favorite football team.  Her favorite sport is 
volleyball.  She decided to start teaching because she loves “the aha 
moment” kids get when they’re struggling with something and then finally 
get it. 
 

Mr. Silago, Teacher Candidate with Mrs. Morgan, Science:  His favorite 
hobby to partake in is to cook. He really enjoys cooking!  His favorite movie 
to watch is the Dark Knight.  He doesn’t have a favorite basketball team, 
but his favorite football team is the Pittsburgh Steelers.  His favorite sport is 
soccer.  He decided to start teaching science because his favorite subject 
is science and he always wanted to become a teacher.  He also thinks he 
will be able to talk a lot about science! 
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Jacqueline Cruz, the new teacher for our Spanish Classes shared this 
with us:  We are off to a good start in our Spanish Class. We hope to do a 
lot of fun projects and learn about their traditions and reasons why we do 
them. Some projects include making Pinatas, bringing in toys from different 
parts of the world, as well as instruments. We will be researching foods that 
people eat in different Spanish speaking countries. We will be learning and 
researching the different Indian tribes that were in different countries prior 
to the Spaniards arrival. We will have a salsa contest. My all time favorite is 
learning dances from different parts of the Spanish speaking countries as 
well. My goal for this class is (for students) to be able to have a basic 
conversation with another in Spanish. I am super excited about teaching 
the language and traditions!  

 

 

Band reminder -by Samuel 

Don’t forget, Honor band will be on January 31st, in 

Hobbs, New Mexico. Three students will be attending Honor 

Band and those students are Josiah Bwana, Samuel Marquez, 

and Straton Sypher. Samuel Marquez is playing the Bari sax 

while Josiah and Straton are playing various percussion 

instruments. 
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Students of the Month   
by Samuel 

Students of the month are selected by their teachers. These students 
have exhibited qualities of Excellent character and good citizenship.  

 
Students:Paxton Culpepper, Ada Gbassagee, Julia Bell, Mashiya Norwood 
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On January 13th, 2020, at the Junior High, 4 students were picked for 
the student of the month. An announcement was made over the intercom 
during first period where Paxton Culpepper, Ada Gbassagee, Julia Bell, 
and Mashiya Norwood had their names called for student of the month.  

 
Paxton was surprised, as was Ada. Ada didn’t think she would ever 

be a student of the month. Julia was happy to be selected for this honor. 
Mashiya was shocked at being picked. They all appreciated being selected 
for this award. 

 
Paxton believes that if you want to be a student of the month you 

need to work harder and to believe in yourself. Ada stated that if you want 
to be a student of the month you should try your best, not to be a 
distraction, believe in oneself, and to listen to the teacher. Julia said that in 
order to be a student of the month, you need to try your hardest and do 
your work. Mashiya believes that you need to do what you are supposed to 
do and to follow directions. 

 
When they were asked why they thought they were selected for this 

award, this is what they stated: 
Paxton: “I was paying attention, and trying my best.” 
Ada: “I was trying hard in class, and I had my grades up.” 
Mashiya: “I worked hard, and I was respectful to teachers.” 
Julia: “I was respectful towards others.” 
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 Quote of the Month 
- contributed by Samuel 

 
The greatest glory in living lies not in 
never falling, but in rising every time we 
fall." -Nelson Mandela 
 

 
Want to know more about this quote? Check out this cite: 

https://quoteinvestigator.com/2014/05/27/rising/#more-8986 

 

https://quoteinvestigator.com/2014/05/27/rising/#more-8986
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Question of the Month - 
By Cael 

 
If everyone is just a little weird, 

then, isn’t weird...normal? 
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Recipe of the Month  
Taste tested by Cael and family! 

This is a no bake caramel macaron. It is an easy recipe for a sweet 
snack. It's a quick process and tastes extremely good!  

 
https://www.lifeloveandsugar.com/no-bake-salted-caramel-coconut-macaroons/  

INGREDIENTS 

● 3 tbsp (45ml) milk 
● 6 tbsp (84g) salted butter 
● 11 oz bag Kraft caramels*, wrappers 

removed 
● 4–5 cups (288g-360g) shredded 

sweetened coconut 
● 4 oz melting chocolate, such as almond 

bark 
● Sea salt 

 
INSTRUCTIONS * Should be 40 caramels 
 
1. Add the milk, butter and caramels to a large pot set over medium heat. 
Allow everything to melt, stirring often so that the mixture doesn’t boil. 
2. When the caramel is melted and smooth, add the coconut, starting with 4 
cups. Mix together until the coconut is well coated with caramel. Add 
additional coconut as needed so that the coconut is all well covered, but 
not too “wet” or the final cookies will end up gooey. 
3. Scoop out spoonfuls of about 1 1/2 tablespoons of mixture onto 
parchment paper, or another nonstick paper. 
4. Allow to cool completely. 
5. In a small bowl, melt the chocolate according to the package directions. 
6. Dip the bottoms of each macaroon into the chocolate, then set back onto 
the parchment paper to dry. Drizzle with some additional chocolate and 
sprinkle with sea salt. 
7. Allow cookies to firm completely, then serve. Store at room temperature 
in an airtight container. 
 

https://www.lifeloveandsugar.com/no-bake-salted-caramel-coconut-macaroons/
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January 2020   
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

      Jan 1, 2020 

 

2  3  4 

5  6 

Teachers 

return for 

PD 

7 

Teachers 

PD 

8 

Teacher 

Work Day 

9 

Students 

Return! 

Welcome 

Back! 

10 

Report 

Cards 

11 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

19  20 

MLK Day 

21  22  23  24  25 

26  27  28  29  30  31  FEB 1 

2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

 


